
North Park Neighbourhood Association
PO Box 661

#185-911 Yates Street
Victoria, BC, V8V 4Y9

Mayor and Council
City of Victoria
Via email:

April 28  2022

Re: Rezoning application for 1048 North Park St

Dear Mayor and Council,

I am writing to you today on behalf of the NPNA Board and Land Use Committee regarding the
proposed development at 1046/1048 North Park Street. Through the pre-application engagement
process, the community was able to provide comments regarding the application.

Because the application does not involve a change in use, and because the design changes are
minor and will provide amenities to future residents, the NPNA has no objection to the project.
However, we hope that the proponent and owner will be proactive in managing parking issues that
may arise due to the parking variance.

Summary of Community Feedback

A CALUC meeting was held virtually on October 13, 2021 at 6:30pm and the NPNA received a
number of emails regarding the project. A summary of concerns are below:

● Some residents of the neighbourhood  were concerned about the target population and
the impact they may have on the neighbourhood, associating the term “vulnerable
population” with the hard to house and those struggling with addiction. However, the
proponent was clear that this is to rehouse an existing community of adults with
developmental disabilities and that they pose no risk to the community. The project will be
managed by VIHA.

● Parking was the primary design concern that was raised. The project is seeking a significant
parking variance and while residents do not drive, staff parking may become an issue.

○ There are concerns that staff using street parking may tie up parking used by
patrons of business is the village

● Ensuring frontage and landscaping is well-designed so that the pedestrian experience is
maintained/improved on the street
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Conclusion

This project provides an opportunity for quality long-term housing for adults with cognitive
disabilities.  Objections heard from the community were primarily from a misunderstanding of the
target population of the project. Parking may become an issue, and we encourage the proponent
to explore ways to reduce parking demand from staff.

Overall, this project fits with the scale of the neighbourhood. As with all projects proposed in
North Park, we would like to generally encourage the proponent to consider how their project and
future tenants (both residents and staff) can participate in and contribute to the North Park
community.

Thank you,

Eleni Gibson
Land Use Planning Advisor
On behalf of the North Park Neighbourhood Association Board and Land Use Committee
www.npna.ca

c. 250-857-6210
e. landuse@npna.ca

Cc: Chris Tucker, Wild Group
Justin Gammon, Christine Lintott Architects Inc.
Leanne Taylor, City of Victoria
NPNA Board
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